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' GENTLEMEN, 


HE honour you did me in approving 

of the annexed Diſcourſe, delivered at 
the Ordination of your Paſtor, was not only 
greater than my expectations, but even equal 
to my moſt ſanguine wiſhes. With that I 
was perfectly ſatisfied, and ſhould have re- 
mained ſo. Conſcious of my inability to me- 
rit the attention of the Public, I had no am- 


bition to ſeek after it.— This Sermon was by 
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ho means written with the intention of liav= 
ing it exhibited to public view. Had I been 
weak enough to have flattered myſelf that 
any of my performances were deſerving of 
public eſteem, the preſent Publication owls 
not have gratified my vanity.—I am ſenſible 
of having advanced little new; perliaps no- 
thing but what has been previouſly ſaid on 
the ſubje& : and as to the language with 
which it is clothed, I can only ſay, I hope 


it is perſpicuous and ſcriptural. Upon review- 
ing this diſcourſe, I find many defects which 
might have been ſupplied, and many inac- 


curacies which might have been rectified : 
but as the doing ſo would have made it, in 
ſome meaſure, different from that which 
was delivered to the auditors, and which you 


deſired to be printed, I have omitted ſucli 


otherwiſe neceſſary additions and amend- 
ments ; humbly hoping that you, and others 
into hh hands it may fall, will view this 
my firſt Publication with candour and in- 
dulgence; and examine it more with the 


ſpirit of Chriſtian benevolence, han with 


that i ſtri criticiſm, 2 


Tuar 


3 
Tur God Almighty may bleſs your 
Church, and give ſuch power and efficacy to 
the good word preached among you, as to 
promote your beſt intereſt, and your eternal 


felicity, is the ſincere deſire and earneſt prayer 
of 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your Servant in the Goſpel for J eſus' ſake, 
THOMAS RUTLEDGE, 


Prince's SQUARE, 


Sept. 19, 1787. 


— 


II. CoRNTHIANS, IV. 5. 


For we preach not ourſelves, but Chri ft Fe wy 
'- the Lord; and ourjelves your ſervants for 


Feſus ſake. 


\ UR Apoſtle having proved the truth and 
\_F lincerity of his preaching, having ſet 
forth the excellency of the goſpel-miniſtry, 
with the ſucceſs it had had among the Co- 
rinthians, in this chapter demonſtrates with 
what earneſtneſs and diligence he diſcharged 
the important office to which he had been by 
mercy called. He ſhews them that it was 
his conſtant endeavour to publiſh, in all godly 
ſimplicity, the truths of religion, and to ſet 
them home upon the conſciences of men; and 


therefore, if the goſpel was hid from hem, it 
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was owing to their own blindneſs and obſti- 


nacy, and not to any want of fidelity in him. 


This was evident from the tenor and ſubſtance 
of the doctrine he taught, which was not to 
ſet forth himſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
in whom © dwelt all the fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily ;” that by the excellency of the 
divine power accompanying his miniſtry, 
men might behold “ the light of the glory 


of God in the face of Jeſus.“ 


In theſe words we have, FIR Sr, A duty 


recommended by the example of the Apoſtle, 


viz. Preaching the Goſpel. — SECONDLY; 
What ought to be the /ubje# matter of our 
preaching, namely, * not ourſelves, but Chriſt 


Jeſus the Lord.” And, THIR DLV, We have 


the rank or flation in which all miniſters of 
the goſpel are to reckon themſelves, viz. that 
of © ſervants for Jeſus ſake.” —On each of theſe 
points we ſhall make a few plain and perti- 
nent obſervations —and then conclude with - 
ſome APPLICATION, ſuitable to the occaſion 
on which we are this day met together. 8 
And may he who is © the Wonderful Coun- 
ſellor“ direct our hearts and minds into all 
truth! May he open the eyes of our under- 
 Rundings 


is 


Nast to ſee clearly the wonders of his law; 


and, by the power of his grace, ſend home 
his word into the hearts of his people; and 
make it the effectual means of promoting our 
temporal and eternal . | 


I. We have, in the words of our text, a 


duty recommended by the example of the 


Apoſtle, viz. preaching. We preach,” faith 
he ; we publiſh, proclaim, and make known 
the will, the laws, and the orders of our 
Prince. This might be ſpoken in alluſion to 
thoſe officers who, in ancient times, were 


wont to publiſh the edicts of their kings and 
magiſtrates with a clear and audible ' voice. 


Hence the prophet Ifaiah is commanded to 
lift up his. voice like a trumpet, and ſhew 


God's people their n and the 


houſe of Jacob their ſins.“ 

However mean and ignoble the office of 
the miniſtry may appear to men who ſee not 
the beauty of divine kings, who diſcern not 
the ſuperior excellence of ſpiritual concerns, 
and conſider not the value of their immortal 

ſouls, yet the faithful ſervant of Chriſt glories 

in his calling, and ſtudies to“ magnify his 
office: not by affecting external pomp and 
B 2 ſtate; 
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ſtate; not by a ſupercilious and haughty car- 


riage, as if it was beneath him to preach the 
goſpel to the poor, or ſpend his time and 
ſtrength in inſtructing the vulgar and igno- 
rant; but by a careful, aſſiduous, and labo- 
rious attendance upon the work of the Lord. 

Having his maſter's glory, and the intereſt 


of precious ſouls always at heart, he is“ in- 


ſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, to preach 


the word; to reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
. with all long-ſuffering and doctrine.“ He 


lays hold on every opportunity to publiſh the 
doctrines and precepts of the goſpel with 


plainneſs and perſpicuity, with boldneſs and 
freedom, with earneſtneſs and ſincerity, eſ- 


teeming it a peculiar privilege to be honoured 
with “ preaching the unſearchable riches of 


Chriſt:“ and, accordingly, he i is careful to 
adorn his miniſtry | in all things. 


I need hardly tell you, that this Was & an = 
fice in which the holy prophets and apoſtles 
gloried ; an office i in which the bleſſed angels 


have rejoiced ; an office to which the Prince 


of men and angels was peculiarly ſet apart. 


The great High- prieſt of our profeſſion, whom 


all the glorious hierarchies of heaven are com- 


manded to worſhip, was himſelf “ anointed 


to 


N 

to preach the goſpel to the poor; he was ſent 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver- 
ance to the captives, and recovering of ſight 
to the blind; to ſet at liberty them that are 
bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” He refuſed not, he diſdained not, 
to go from place to place, amidſt toil, re- 
proach, and danger, proclaiming life and ſal- 
vation to loſt and dying man. Can any thing 
be more honourable than to be. © fellow- 
workers with Chriſt,” and the inſtruments 
for bringing many ſouls unto glory? 

Nor is it neceſſary here to ſpeak of the ar- 
duous nature of the miniſterial office, and of 
the difficulties attending it; ſuch as made the 
prophet Jeremiah, when called thereto, cry 
out, Ah, Lord God! I cannot ſpeak, I am 
a child: and which made the learned and 
udn Apoſtle of the Gentiles exclaim, 
* Who is ſufficient for theſe things!“ But 
ſuch difficulties ſhould only ſerve to make us 
more ardent and diligent in the work, more 
earneſt and fervent in our prayers to God, for 
all needful ſupplies of his grace, by which, 
only we can become uſeful and © able mini- 
ſters of the New Teſtament.” —— But, with- 
out enlarging on theſe things, we {hall pro- 


ceed 
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ceed to make an obſervation or two on the 
great neceſſity of preaching the goſpel. 
A thing is neceſlary, either as it is a poſi- 
tive order and expreſs command, which muſt 
be obeyed; or becauſe it is appointed as a 
principal and chief mean for attaining ſome 


great and important end. In both of theſe 


reſpects the goſpel is neceſſary. 

Tf, The preaching of the goſpel is neceſ- 
fary, as it is an expreſs command and poſitive 
inſtitution of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Law- 
giver, the King, and Head of his Church, 
who appointed it as one of the moſt seal 
means for deſtroying the kingdom of Satan, 
for erecting the kingdom of grace and holi- 
neſs, and for bringing into captivity every 


thought into his obedience. —Chriſt was ſent 
and commiſſioned by his Father to execute 
the great work of man's redemption; which 


work he chearfully undertook, that “ the 
pleaſure of the Lord might proſper in his 
hand ;” though he well knew what it would 


coſt him. And as he was himſelf ſent, ſo 
did he alſo, as having all power in heaven and 


in earth committed unto him, ſend forth his 
diſciples, with a ſtrict command to preach the 


goſpel, and to teach all nations. Nor did he 


only 
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only appoint apoſtles, prophets, and evangeliſts, 


for the firſt eſtabliſhing of his religion, but alſo 
« paſtors and teachers, for the perfecting of the 
ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the 
edifying of the body of Chriſt, even unto the 


end of time. And, after the example of their 


Lord, the apoſtles took particular care to 


commit the ſame work * to faithful men, who 
| ſhould be able to teach others alſo;' ordain- 
ing elders in every church, with a power to 


tranſmit the ſame ſacred authority to their ſuc- 
ceſſors: ſo that the church of Chriſt might 
have a proper and ſtanding miniſtry through 
all the ages of the world.— But, 

24ly, The preaching of the goſpel is neceſ- 
fary, in reſpect of the great end and import- 


ant deſign which it was ſent to accompliſh, 


viz. the converſion and ſulvation of ſinners. 


By means of the word, Chriſt's church is ga- 


thered together, is edified and perfected. By 
the preaching of the goſpel, men are © turned 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the power 
of fin and Satan unto God.“ By this they are 
carried on * in the unity of the faith, and of the 


| knowledge of the Son of God, into a perfect 


man,” and to a fitneſs for the heavenly inherit- 
ance. And by this they both © ſave themſelves 
| e and 
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and tlioſe that hear them :” for © where no vid 


| ſion is, the people periſh.” When the tribes of 
Iſrael were © without a teaching prieſt,” they 


were alſo without the knowledge of the true 
God. According to that beautiful gradation of 
the Apoſtle, Rom. x. 13. there can be no fal- 
vation without calling upon God, and no call- 
ing without faith, no faith without hearing, 
and no hearing without a preacher. And al- 
though the preaching of the word doth not 
always produce the intended effect, yet it is 
the uſual and ordinary means whereby men 


are called to ſalvation; repentance and for- 


giveneſs of ſins being preached in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, God working together 
with his word, and giving it ſuch a degree of 
power and ey as in his infinite wiſdom 


ſeemeth good unto him. 


3dly, The neceſſity of preaching is alſo evi- 
dent, in regard to the intereſt of the miniſters 


of the goſpel themſelves. They are “ ftew- 
ards of the myſteries of God ;?? and ſurely it 
is neceſſary that ſtewards be faithful to their 
maſter, if they would gain his approbation, 


if they would receive the rewards promiſed to 
his truſty ſervants; for whoſe encouragement 
wy hath declared, that “ they that be wiſe 

9 ſhall 


1 

| hall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to. righteouſneſs as 
the ſtars for ever and ever.“ Fidelity is alſo 
neceſſary in ſtewards © of the houſehold of 
faith,” if they would ſhun the dreadful pu- 


niſhment denounced againſt the flothful and 


the unprofitable ſervant. © Wo is unto ws, 
if wwe preach not the goſpel.” If, then, ſuch 
a neceſſity is laid upon us, let us ſeriouſly 
conſider what wiſdom, what diligence, and 
what faithfulneſs is requiſite to a right per- 
formance of this ſacred and important ſervice ! 
It is certainly no eaſy work to diſpoſſeſs ſin 
and Satan, to pull down ſtrong holds, to bring 
the whole man into the obedience of Chriſt, to 
demoliſh every thing that exalteth itſelf againſt 
the kingdom of God, to change the ſtrong 
and natural propenſities of men, cauſing them 
to hate what they moſt loved, to deny them- 
ſelves, and to give up all that is near and dear 
unto them, if required at their hands, for the 
ſake of a God whom they have not ſeen, and 
for an inheritance that is yet inviſible, —Sure- 
ly this is not the work of an idle, a careleſs, 
and lazy loiterer, who © eats the fleſh, and 
clothes him with the wool, but feeds not the 
flock.” Nor is it the taſk of an illiterate, ſelf- 

os 5 conceited, 
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conceited, and ſelf- created teacher, but of one 
who hath © the tongue of the learned; a 
workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth, and ſet- 
ting it home, with evidence and N 


upon the hearts and conſeiences of linners.— 


But further, 

A faithful and uſeful miniſter of the New 
Teſtament ſhould have, with the wiſdom of 
the ſerpent, the innocence of the dove. He 


ſhould know when to ſpeak, and what to 


ſpeak, as men are able to hear, and able to 
bear. This was our Lord's method, and a 


fit example for his ſervants. We ſhould have 


milk for babes, and meat for ſtrong men, and 
knowledge how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon 


to him that is weary.” We ſhould, by our 


example, as well as by our doctrine, teach 


and inſtruct our people in the practice of ho- 
lineſs; and, like the ſtar in the eaſt, not only 


light, but lead men unto Chriſt; ſo managing 


our miniſtry, as to prevent thoſe who wait 


for our halting from having any advantage 
over us. 
It is alſo the duty of Chriſt's miniſtring 


ſervants, to preach the goſpel in all meekneſs, 
love, gentleneſs, and patience, 1 them- 


ſelves, 


OR 40. 
ſelves, with the Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
e gentle among you, as a nurſe cheriſheth her 
children; yea, ſo to teach, that at once they 
may delight, perſuade, inſtruct, and gain a 
cheerful obedience to their Joirine and pre- 
cepts. 


At the ſame time, they are to perform the 

duties of their ſacred office with power and 
authority, as Chriſt himſelf did; freely de- 
claring unto men their tranſyreſſions, ſo as 
to prick their hearts, and bring them to a pe- 
nitent and humble confeſſion of their iniqui- 
ties. In a word, we ought ſo to preach, as 
that the goſpel may come into our hearers, 
te not in word only, but in power.“ Let us 
reflect on theſe words which the Lord ſpake 


unto his ſervant the prophet Jeremiah, Be 


not diſmayed of their faces, leſt I confound 
thee before them,” and thereby be excited to 
ſpeak his truths with courage and boldneſs, 
fearing the face of no preſumptuous ſinner, 
who feareth not the face of his God. Shall 
the workers of iniquity be bold in ſin, and 
miniſters be ſo cowardly as not to reprove 
them ? Shall we, by doing our duty, be afraid 
to offend thoſe who are not afraid to offend 
the W of heaven, by neglecting theirs ? 
"0 8 Shall 
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Shall we fear to ſave thoſe who fear not to 
deſtroy themſelves ? Shall the frowns of a 
man fill us with dread, and we be indifferent 
about the wrath of the Almighty, who can 
tear us in pieces when there is none to de- 
liver? No ſurely. At the ſame time, let us 
remark, that this boldneſs muſt be without 
indiſcretion, and free from every thing to ex- 
aſperate. When we are zealous againſt men's 
fins, we ſhould, nevertheleſs, ſhew a love and 
a reſpect for their perſons. 

Having ſaid ſo much on the excellency, 
the neceſſity, and the proper execution of the 


duty here recommended in the text, we ſhall 
next proceed to conſider, 


II. What. ought to be the 22 matter of 
our preaching. This is expreſſed both nega- 
tively and poſitively, not ourſelves, but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.“ 
Men may be ſaid to preach themſelves, 
when, in place of being enſamples to the 
flock, they make themſelves lords of God's 
heritage, and uſurp dominion over the con- 
ſciences of thoſe that hear them; as if the 
ſheep were their own, and to be diſpoſed of 
according to their pleaſure, This is the cha- 
bed racter 
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racter which our Apoſtle gives of the man of 
ſin, that © he, as God, ſitteth in the temple 
of God.” To prevent ſuch dangerous ambi- 
tion, our blefſed Saviour hath ſaid, Be not 
you called Rabbi; for one is your Maſter, 
even Chriſt; and all ye are brethren.” 

Men likewiſe preach themſelves when they 

are the authors of their own miniſtry, and 
run before they are ſent. This was the caſe 
with many in the days of Jeremiah, but much 
more ſo in theſe times in which we live. Such 
are thoſe ſelf- created preachers, who, ſeized 
with ſome phrenzy which they either think, 
or would have others to believe, an inward 
call, and a divine inſpiration, leave the trades 
and occupations to which they were bred, 
throw by their tools, and at once commence 
preachers of the goſpel; not heſitating to 
diſpenſe, on their own authority, the moſt 
ſacred ordinances of religion; © teaching for 

doctrines the commandments of men,” mak- 
ing the righteous ſad, ſtrengthening the hands 
of the wicked by their deceit, declaiming 
againſt regularly-bred preachers, venting in 
the name of Chriſt their own paſſions, pre- 
judices, and jealouſies, begetting diſcontents, 
fomenting diviſions among God's people, 

| corrupting 


( 14 ) 


corrupting the minds, perverting the judg- 
ment, and enſnaring the conſciences of thoſe 
that hear them. Such are they, to uſe the 
language of Scripture, who © turn aſide to 
_ vain jangling, departing from the faith, giv- 
ing heed to ſeducing ſpirits, ſpeaking lies in 
hypocriſy, teaching things they ought not, 
leading captive, and deceiving the ſimple and 
the unwary.” One would think, that dread- 
ful threatening denounced by God, Deut. xviii. 
20. would deter ſuch from their impious 
preſumptions, The prophet that ſhall pre- 
ſume to ſpeak a word in my name, which I 
have not commanded him to ſpeak, or that 
ſhall ſpeak in the name of other gods, even 
that prophet ſhall die.” 1 
Men alſo preach themſelves when they 
make gain of the goſpel; when they make 
that holy inſtitution ſubſervient to their am- 
bitious purſuits and private intereſts, as did 
the Phariſees of old, who, © for a pretence, 
made long prayers, that they might devour 
widows houſes, —ſuppoſing gain to be god- 
lineſs.“ 5 . 
Such, too, may be ſaid to preach them- 
| ſelves who ſtudy more for oftentation than 
for edification; who make a vain ſhew of 
their 


( 15 ) 

their learning and abilities, courting the ap- 
plauſe of men, ſpeaking © with enticing 
words of mens wiſdom,” that ſo they may 
commend themſelves and pleaſe others; con- 
fulting more how to obtain fame and favour, 
than to promote the glory of God, and the 
eternal felicity of precious ſouls. Very dif- 
ferent from this was the practice of the Apoſtle 
Paul, who © walked not in craftineſs, hand- 
led not the word of God deceitfully, uſed 
not flattering words, nor cloak of covetouſ- 
neſs, pleaſed not men, nor ſought glory of 
any.” His ſole aim was to pleaſe God, to 
edify the body of Chriſt, and to fave immor- 
tal ſouls. 


If, then, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Au- 


thor, as well as the Object and End of all 
.our preaching, muſt it not be high preſump- 
tion for any man to intrude himſelf into the 
miniſtry without a call and warrant from 


him? Let ſuch reflect on the ſad examples 


of Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and the vaga- 
bond exorcifts Was not Aaron ſolemnly 
called and ſet apart to miniſter unto the 
Lord? Was not Chriſt called of God, an 
High-prieſt after the order of Melchizedek ? 
Did not he ſend forth his Apoſtles witha ſpecial 
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commiſſion ? ? And did not they, by authority 
from him, ordain others for the ſame ſervice, 
and direct that the ſame order ſhould be kept 
up in the church ? Of conſequence, it is from 
Chriſt, and thoſe whom he hath appointed, 
that we ſhould receive our miſſion. Like 
Archippus, we muſt receive our miniſtry in 
the Lord, and have it committed unto us, 
before we call ourſelves Chriſt's Ambaſſadors. 
“No man,” faith the Apoſtle, © taketh this 
honour unto himſelf, but he that 1s called of 
God, and choſen.” The miniſterial office is 
an honour, as he elſewhere ſheweth, there- 
fore no man ought to take it upon him with- 
out a call ; which call, though mediate, and 
by the miniſtry of men, is from Chriſt : thus 
the elders of Epheſus, though appointed by 
an ordinary call, are ſaid to be " Overleers by 
the Holy Ghoſt.” N 

This call is of a two-fold nature, internal 
and external, An internal call conſiſts in a 
| ſincere and earneſt deſire, raiſed in the heart 
by the Spirit of God, to ſerve, the Lord, and 
to benefit his Church in the work of the mi- 
niſtry ; and that not from worldly, ambitious, 


and carnal motives, but from a real regard to 


God' J glory, and man's eternal happineſs, 
3 It 


. 

It conſiſts likewiſe. in,; poſſeſſing ſuch qualifi- 
cations as are requiſite for ſo arduous a work; 
ſuch as holineſs of life and converſation, Abel 
will diſpoſe a man to a faithful and conſcien- 
tious diſcharge of his duty; ; which will make 
him zealous for God, exemplary to the flock, 
and ſenſible. of the 9 worth of ſouls; which 
will enable him to ſpeak experimentally of 


the ways of God, of the devices of Satan, of 


the deceitfulneſs o the heart, of the ſtrength 
of temptation, of the conſolations of the Holy 
Spirit, and the other myſteries of ſalvation. 
Soundneſs of doctrine is alſo an indiſpen- 
ſible requiſite for a miniſter of the goſpel; 
together with ſuch a ſhare of uſeful learning, 


as may render him * apt to teach, to ſpeak a 

word in ſeaſon, to ſhew a man bis upright- 
neſs, to convince gainſayers, and to uſe ſound | 
| ſpeech that cannot be condemned: for cer- 


tain it is that not a little learning. is ne- 


ceſſary to reſolve caſes, to confute errors, 
to open the ſcriptures, in which it hath 


pleaſed their divine Author to interſperſe 
ſomething of almoſt every kind of learning, 
beſides that which is of celeſtial origin, and 
to ſend them, home to the hearts and con- 

| D ſciences 
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ſeiences of men with demonſtration awd. 
power. 

As to the external call which Chriſt inſti- 
tuted in his Apoſtles, and left to be mana ged 
by their ſucceſſors in the church, it conſiſts in 
examining thoſe who think they have got an 
inward call, whether they be fit, and pro- 

perly qualified, for the important charge, leſt 
ignorant and worthleſs perſons ſhould thruſt 
themſelves into the miniſtry. 

It conſiſts likewiſe in ſeparating and ſo- 
lemnly ſetting apart, by faſting and prayer, 
with impoſition of hands, ſuch as are ap- 
proved of, and judged qualified for the ſa- 
cred function; which © laying on of the 
hands of the preſbytery,” as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, imports a devoting and a dedicat- 
ing of the perſon to the office; an authority 
to execute the office; and an TP STE of the 
gifts and graces, the aid and protection, of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and a commending him to 

the grace of God. 

I 0o all that has bas faid we may add, with 

great propriety, the call, conſent, and appro- 

bation of the people, eſpecially of thoſe among 

whom he is to miniſter, This call, conſent, and 
approbation | 
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( 29 } 
approbation of the people, was required, given, 
and practiſed in the primitive ages of the 


church; and by ſome of their councils deemed 


abſolutely neceſſary; as we may learn from 
Cyprian, Leo, and others. And ſurely i it is 


but juſt and reaſonable that they, in particu- 


lar, who are at the ſole expence of ſupport- 


ing and maintaining their own miniſters, 


ſhould have a voice in their election. But 
we ſhall now proceed to conſider the poſitive 
part of Preaching, namely, . Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord.” 
He is the Sum and Subſtance, © chief 
Matter, and the great End of all our preach- 
ing. It is his cauſe and intereſt which we 
endeavour thereby to promote. It is the ac- 
compliſhment of his deſigns that we are al- 
ways to have in view, that he may © ſee of 
the travel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied; that 


his people may be gathered into one body, 


. and that body be edified ; that his goſpel may 


be propagated, his Aide perfeQed, his ene- 


mies ſubdued, his glory exalted, and he 
finally © admired in all them that believe. — 


There is no part or matter of preaching which 


doth not contain ſomething of Chrift in it. 


We Preach Chriſt crucified, ſaith the 


D 2 — 
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Apoſlle; and again, CY I determined not to 


know any thing among you, fave Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified.” 

The ſum- total of all religion may be com- 
prehended under theſe four following heads, 
viz. the Doctrines to be believed; the Diitles 
to be performed ; the Favours to be alſked; 
and the Seals to be imparted. 

">; As to the do&rines contained in the 


Goſpel which we are to believe, they are all 


compriſed in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. We be- 
lieve in one ſupreme JEHOVAH, the Creator 


and Preſerver of all worlds, as the Father of 
Chriſt, and, in him, as our Father alſo.” We 


believe in the Holy Ghoſt as the Spirit of 


Chriſt, which communicates and 1 imparts him 


and his, bleſſings. unto our ſouls, We believe 
in the C atholic Church as the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
whom he hath purchaſed, and as the Body 
of which he is the Head. We believe ! in the 


forgiveneſs of ſins as from Chriſt, being fully 


perſuaded that he purchaſed for us peace and 
pardon, and that 4 there! is none other name 


under heaven given among men whereby we 


muſt, be ſaved; and that remiſſion of {ins is to 
be preached in his name ouly unto all na- 
tions.“ We believe in n the reſurrection of che 
ON body, 


7 * * 
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(a) 
body, and the life everlaſting, as from Chriſt, 
e who is in us the hope of glory. The Son 


quickeneth whom he will, and hath de- 
clared, that «© whoſoever liveth, and believ- 


eth in bim ſhall never die, and that though 


he were dead, yet ſhall he live.” 
And as all the doctrines which we are to 


believe have their foundation in Chriſt, ſo all 


the promiſes of the goſpel have their ſtability 


in him: they © are in Chriſt Jeſus yea, and 


amen.” He purchaſed them by his blood 
and merits, he obtains them by his interceſ- 
ſion, and fulfils them by his kingly power. 


And as the promiſes of the goſpel are in 


Chriſt, ſo alſo are its threatenings, as they 
lead us to conſider him as the only Refuge 


and Sanctuary, whither penitent ſinners may 


flee to eſcape them, and as the Judge by 


whom they ſhall be inflicted on the impeni- 
tent and the unbelieving. Yea, the whole 
Covenant of Grace leads us to Chriſt, of 
which he is the Surety for giving ſatisfaction 
to an offended God, and of which he is the 


Mediator for the eee of guilty man. 
Thus all things to be believed are founded on 
Chriſt, and lead us unto him. 


1 dly, 


" — — ——— — 
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2dly, As to the duties required, and the 
works to be done, they alſo are all in and 
through Chriſt.— The law is the rule of our 
obedience, and it ſerves as © a ſchoolmaſter 
to bring us unto Chriſt, who is the end of 
the law; who hath fulfilled i it, and rendered 
it . : who, by his obedience and 
_ righteouſneſs, hath ſatisfied all its demands; 
| and who, by his death and ſufferings, hath 
removed the curſe thereof from us, ſo that 
* there is now no condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus.” And if we conſider the 
law as a rule of living, then by it are we 
brought to Chriſt, as it is his divine doctrine 
that openeth its meaning and extent; it is 
his perfect and ſpotleſs example that leads us 
in the way thereof; and it is his Holy Spirit, 
with his grace, and his love ſhed abroad in 
our hearts, that enables, that conſtrains us to 
yield a Nas obedience to its precepts, and 
to fay with the Apoſtle, © I can do all things 

through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me.” — 
Thus all the duties required 1 in the moral law 
lead us to Chrift; and in him only can we 


fucceſsfully e the obſervation thereof in 
our preaching, —But, . 


3dly, 


| ( 23 ) 
zaly, We obſerve that all the favours which 
we aſk of God likewiſe lead us unto Chriſt, 
in whoſe name we are commanded to preſent 
our petitions ; and whoſe Father is the hearer 


\ 


and anſwerer of our prayers, whoſe Spirit is 
the Author of our prayers, whoſe Interceſ- - 
ſion is the efficacy of our prayers, and the in- 


cenſe offered © with the prayers of all ſaints 


upon the golden altar before the throne.— 
And, 


Laſtly, As to the ſacred inftiturions of our 


holy religion, and the ſeals of the new cove- 


nant imparted to us, they all carry us to 


Chriſt. Baptiſm is the image of his death 


and reſurrection, whereby © we are buried 
with him into death, that is, into the death. 


of ſin; and, by virtue of our implantation 
into him, raiſed up © in the. likeneſs of his 


reſurrection, into newneſs of life- The 


Lord's Supper is the memorial of his ſufferings 


and death; and the banquet at which our 


ſouls, by faith, feed upon Chriſt, as the Paſſ- 


over ſacrificed ber us, to our ſpiritual nouriſh- 


ment and growth in grace.— In fine, we 


ſhould preach Chriſt in each of his media- 
torial othices 3 3 as our Prophet to teach and 


inſtruct 


624) 
inſtruct us in the knowledge of divine things; j 
as our Prieſt to atone for our guilt, and to 
intercede with God on our behalf; and as 
our King to rule over us and in us, to ſubdue | 
and conquer all his and our enemies. 


IIII. Our Apoſtle having Cr Chriſt's 
honour and intereſt, and made it evident 
that he only is the ſum and ſubſtance of all 
goſpel preaching, next takes occaſion to 
ſhew in what ſtation and capacity he held 
himſelf in the church, namely, in that of a 
ſervant,— —* ourſelves your ſervants.“ Hence 
we learn, that whatever honour or authority 
dhe miniſters of the goſpel have, it conſiſts 
in the ſervice which they owe to the church 
of Chriſt. To the Lord Jeſus alone belongs 
the ſupreme authority, and to others, even to 
the apoſtles themſelves, nothing but ſervice 
and miniſtry. All the names given to the 
paſtors of Chriſt's flock, ſuch as Stewards, 
Miniſters, Watchmen, Labourers, &c. imply a 
ſervice attended with care, induſtry, humility, 
fidelity, love, and ſincere endeavours to pro- 
mote their Maſter” $ glory, and the Prosper 

of his church. | 
Nevertheless, 


1 
Nevertheleſs, the miniſters of the goſpel 
are ſuch ſervants as our Lord himſelf, and 
St. Paul, elſewhere, ſtyles Rulers to whom the 
people are to ſubmit themſelves, as unto thoſe 
that watch for their ſouls. They are ſervants 
to the ſouls of. men, but not to their power 
or paſſions ; therefore the Apoſtle adds, © for 
Jeſus? ſake,” for the purpoſe of advancing his 
honour and intereſt in the church, which 1s 
his ſpouſe, his body, his flock, and the pur- 
chaſe of his blood. Miniſters are God's of- 
ficers, who muſt give an account of you unto 
him; for which reaſon, our love, our fidelity, 
our loyalty, and our fear ſhould conftrain us. 
to“ ſpend and be ſpent” in the ſervice of your 
ſouls. Chriſt is our Jeſus and your Jeſus, 


our Saviour and your Saviour; and as we 


expect our own ſalvation "EI him, as we 


value and deſire your everlaſting happineſs, 
we muſt miniſter to your faith, and ſhew 
ourſelves his ſervants, by dodge yours in the 
goſpel. 
Before finiſhing this part of our diſcourſe, I 
might, without impropriety, have addreſſed a 
few words to my Reverend Fathers and Bre- 
thren in the miniſtry, and eſpecially to our 


younger Brother, who is this day a candidate 


ng 


TE 


for the ſacred function; but as I have al- 
ready treſpaſſed on your time, and perhaps on 
your patience, and as it might anticipate 
part of the particular charge, which will be 
more ably and judiciouſly given, I ſhall im- 
mediately proceed, as propoſed in the laſt 
place, to make ſome ſuitable APPLICATION 
of the ſubject to my hearers in general, and 
to the congregation in particular, for whoſe 
Takes, and for whoſe ſpiritual concerns, we 
are : this day met together. 


HAviNG been for ſome time without a 
ſettled Paſtor, and unwilling to be longer 
deprived of the benefit of a ſtated miniſtry, 
you have uſed your laudable endeavours to 
have the want ſupplied. * For the work of 
the miniſtry, and for the edifying of his part 
of the body of Chriſt,” you have choſen the 
Reverend JohN Lovs, a perſon who has 
been regularly brought up to the ſacred pro- 
feſſion; one who having gone through his 
courſe of academical ſtudies, and alſo the va- 
rious parts of trial appointed by the rules and 
forms of that national church of which he 
was a member, and to the ſervice of which 
he was educated, was approved of, was judged 
qualified 


5 
qualified for the holy miniſtry, and by that 
church licenſed to preach the everlaſting goſ- 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt, Him you have called, 
by a great majority of the elders and Meme 
bers of the congregation, to be your teacher 
in the Lord. Your call has been accepted, ſuſ- 
tained, and confirmed; and, by your deſire, 
we are this day aſſembled in order to ſet him 
apart to this ſacred office, and important 
charge. Receive him then as you ought; 
receive him in the Lord, not only as your 
miniſter and teacher, but alſo as your ſpi- 
ritual father and inſtructor, your friend and 
counſellor. Love him, cheriſh him, and 
e efteem him very highly for his works ſake.” 
With readineſs and cheerfulneſs act the part 
of ſpiritual children, hearkening to his in- 
ſtructions, giving heed to his counſels, and 
providing liberally for his temporal wants, 
according to your abilities, knowing it to be 
a divine injunction, that “ they who preach 
the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel.* By 


making his external circumſtances eaſy, he 


' will be able to diſcharge his duty to you 


with more alacrity, and with greater uſeful- 
| neſs ; ; for ſurely no man can ſet both heart 
E 2 and 


ta) 
and hand to a work by which he can barely 
live.  Indigence is a mighty preſſure upon 
genius; and I need hardly tell you what is 
known to all, that there are but very few of 
that claſs of men, who are here denominated 
diſſenting miniſters, who, after ſupplying 


their abſolute neceſſities, have to boaſt of an 
_ overplus, . ariſing from their profeſſional in- 


come. — This I have only hinted at. Your 
piety and love for your Paſtor . will render 
more needleſs. But what muſt crown his 
joy, and prove a ſource of the moſt perma- 
nent felicity to yourſelves, will be his behold- 
ing your holy life and godly converſation in 
the world, and your walking 9 of the 


Chriſtian charges: 


Let me remind you, my brotha: that the 
whole duty lies not upon your miſter alone. 
You muſt not only encourage and ſtrengthen 
him for the work, but you mult alſo bear a 


part therein, leſt his labours among you 


ſhould prove fruitleſs and without effect. 
Nor can you more eſſentially help and aſſiſt 
him in the good work to which, under God, 
you have called him, than by remembering 
him daily in your prayers and interceſſions 
| at 


" 
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at a throne of — Miniſters have a ſervice 
to perform for which the ableſt and the. beſt 
of them are but ill qualified; nay, utterly in- 
ſufficient, without aid and ſupport from on. 


high. How needful, how becoming then to 
beſeech God that he will enable them to exe- 


cute ſo great and ſo important a truſt with 
uſefulneſs and fidelity That you pray for 


your miniſters we require, not only as a 


mark of your love and piety, but as a duty 
which Heaven hath commanded, and which 


the ſafety of your ſouls demands: for know 


aſſuredly, that the more you pray for your 
miniſters, the more you will profit by them. 
When you are earneſt and diligent in this 


duty, you edify yourſelves, you help them to 


ſtudy, to pray, and to Preach for Jar eter- 
nal advantage. 


Let me alſo intreat you, my Jear, auditors, 
to take heed leſt, by your negligence and in- 


attention, you render abortive all the labours 


of your miniſters for the ſalvation of your 
ſouls. Our ſermons, poor as they are, coſt 


us both labour and anxiety; do not then uſe 5 
them as David did the water of Bethlehem, 


which his valiant men brought him at the 


hazard of their lives, that is, ſpill them on 
5 . 8 
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the ground, leſt from thence, like the blood 
= of Abel, they cry out againſt you. Whilſt 
' AJ your miniſters act according to their commiſ- 
ſion, and “declare unto you all the counſel of 
God,” you cannot deſpiſe their work without 
flighting your Saviour, and doing deſpite unto 
the Spirit of Grace. Shall they importune 
God for mercy to you, and will you refuſe 
and reje& it? Shall your ſouls be precious 
in their eyes, and they be vile in your own? 
Will you, by your iniquities, turn the pray= 
ers of your miniſters into a curſe, and their 
ſermons: into © the favour of death unto. 
death?“ Shall they open for you the door 
of life, and will you ſhut it againſt yourſelves? 
Shall they in Chriſt's ſtead, beſeech you to 
be reconciled to God, and will you not 
hearken unto their reaſonable "requeſt ? If 
WW) you will not love your miniſters, yet hate not 
WY yourſelves; and when the herald of the goſ- 
* pel opens his lips, ſhut not your ears. Shall 
he take up the weapons of the Lord to with- 
ot ſtand ſin, and ſhall you take up the weapons 
of Satan to withſtand God? Can the laws 
| of the, Almighty be inſulted, and his word 
held in deriſion, and he not reſent it? © Do 
we provoke the Lord to jealouſy, becauſe we 
: are 
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are ſtronger than he ?” Shall the minifter of 
Chriſt forewarn you of the wrath to come, 
and his words be as © a ſounding braſs and a 
tinkling cymbal ?”” Shall we bleſs where God 
curſeth, and proclaim peace when he pro- 
claims war ? Shall we ſell ourſelves to work 
wickedneſs, and make- a league with death 
and hell, as if we could, fin with impunity, 
and be ſaved, or periſh, juſt as we pleaſe? 
Do not you believe that there is a time com- 
ing when God will vindicate his own cauſe, 
and let us ſee whether his counſel or ours ſhall 
ſtand? Why will we prefer the ſervice of 
ſin and Satan? Did Satan die for us? Did 
the world and the fleſh ever redeem us? Were 
they mocked, and ſcourged, and crucified, to 
fave us from everlaſting deſtruction? And 
yet ſhall we rather hearken unto them than 
unto him, who did and ſuffered all this for 
our ſakes? Oh! my brethren, let the love of 
God and of Chriſt conſtrain us to love him; 
„ to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent world, — 0 ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found, and call upon him while he is 
near;” then ſhall neither our preaching nor 
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your hearing be in vain. Think on theſe 
things, and may the Lord give you under- 
ſtanding therein. May © the very God of 
peace ſanctify you wholly; and 1 pray God 
your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body be pre- 


ſerved blameleſs, unto the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt,” . Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A Diſappointment happening at the Ordi- 
nation of the Reverend Mr. Love of 


Criſpin Street, the Author of the following 
Charge was obliged, at a very ſhort notice, to 
take this part of the work upon him. For 
which reaſon he could by no means think of 
giving his conſent to the publication of it, in 
the very imperfect form in which it was ob- 
liged to be given at that time. Being unable, 
however, to reſiſt the preſſing ſolicitations of 
the Managers appointed by the Society to 
publiſh the Sermon, he hath, with ſome ad- 
ditions, reſigned to them alſo a copy of the 
Charge. And ſhould it hereafter, by the bleſſ- 
ing of Almighty God, in any meaſure prove 
uſeful to Miniſters or People, the Writer will 
not repent the giving up of his own opinion 
to that of his too partial Friends, 
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REVEREND AND DRAR S.,, 
"HE moſt ſolemn part of this day's work 


is now over. A very delicate and dif- 


ficult taſk, however, ſtill remains, which has 


unexpectedly fallen upon me. I therefore 
proceed to give this Charge with the greateſt 


diffidence: and permit me to add, with much 
dread upon my ſpirits alſo, as this part of the 
ſervice of the day, more eſpecially, never fails 


to recal to mind that moſt awful period of 
my life, when, like you, I undertook the 


office I yet ſuſtain. Thoſe who have been 
accuſtomed to attend at ſolemnities of this 
nature, will no doubt expect that I ſhould 
chooſe out ſome particular portion of ſcrip- 
ture, in order to ground thereon a few im- 
portant advices and exhortations, applicable 
in a primary ſenſe to you, and in a ſecond- 


ary one to me, and to all our Brethren. But. 


as I do not find that the Holy Ghoſt, our 


only infallible and all-ſufficient Guide in this 


matter, hath given any Preference to one 
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text of the Bible above another; and no 
ſingle paſſage occurring to my win, which 
may juſtly and naturally authoriſe all that one 
might wiſh to ſay upon the ſubject ; I ſhall 
beg leave for once to follow the method laid 
down in our excellent Directory and Form of 
Church Government. The words run thus: : 
Let the miniſter briefly exhort him (namely 
the paſtor now ordained) to conſider the 
greatneſs of his office and work—the danger 
of negligence both to himſelf and people the 
bleſſing which will accompany his faithful- 
neſs in this life, and that to come—and withal, 
exhort the people to carry themſelves to Ka; 
as to their miniſter in the Lord, according to 
| their ſolemn promiſe” in the "5" 

But before I proceed to ſay a little upon 
each of theſe in their order (as I am ſenſible 
that the words of ſacred ſcripture make the 

| deepeſt impreſſion, and may at all times be re- 
ferred to, when my poor performance of this 

day ſhall be forgotten), let me, Sir, as the 
firſt and beſt part of the Charge, recommend 
to your ſerious peruſal when you go home, 
and to your frequent conſideration all your 
lifetime, the directions and the example of the 
Apoſtle Paul, His example you will find in 
the 


| n 
the 9th: chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians; which, by the bye, I may 
inform you, hath been judiciouſly para- 
phraſed, and turned into a charge by the late 
Dr. Jennings; and his directions are moſt 
plainly and pathetically interwoven through- 
out his three excellent Epiſtles to Timothy 
and Titus — directions with regard to your 
conduct, both as a member of the commu- 
nity and as a Chriſtian paſtor directions re- 
ſpecting the right diſcharge of all the duties 
of your office, in prayer, preaching, and ad- 
miniſtring the ſacraments— directions, in a 
word, which will apply to every ſituation in 
which you may be placed; and which, if 
conſcientiouſſy obſerved, by the bleſſing of 
Almighty God, will aſſuredly bring you to 
be an able, faithful, and ſucceſsful miniſter of 
the New Teſtament. 
But having made this ſhort, and (in 
| my opinion) neceſſary digreſſion, I would 
now go on to proſecute a little the me- 
thod propoſed, And I am ſure, Sir, you 
will allow me to ſpeak with great freedom 
and plainneſs, having nothing but your 
true intereſt deeply at heart, and at the ſame _ 
time openly and frankly acknowledging, that 
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while I am ſpeaking to ou, I am alſo ſpeak- 
ing to myſelf. 


Conſider then, in the „yt place, © the 
greatneſs of your office and work.” In the 
ſight of God, Angels, and Men, you have 
taken upon you the charge of this people. 
Thoſe thoughtleſs babes—theſe young men 
and women, juſt entering into life=theſe 
reſpectable fathers and mothers, in the very 
midſt of the cares and pleaſures of a preſent 
world —and theſe aged and feeble members 
of the church, who, according to the courſe 
of Nature, muſt ſoon bid you farewel —of all 
their ſouls you have taken the care; and you 
promiſe from this day, in a more thin ordi- 
nary manner, to devote your time and your 
talents to inſtruct them; to comfort them; 
to be a mean, in the Baud of the Lord the 
Spirit, of delivering them from Satan and 
ſin, and of bringing them to Chriſt and 
heaven.— This, Sir, is your work; and I 
am ſure I need but mention it, to convince 


you fully of! its great importance and uſeful- 
neſs. 


Think, then, 24%, © of the danger of: ne- 
mg” both to yourſelf and the people 
| | among 
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among whom you are to labour. If you 
have embraced the holy miniſtry for a 
livelihood, or as a way of getting eaſily 
through life, in the indulgence of many ap- 
petites and paſſions— you will then be care- 
leſs; you will not ſtudy to declare the whole 
counſel of God ; or you will varniſh over the 


moſt unpalatable precepts of Chriſtianity. You 


may take a little trouble to pleaſe ; but you 
will not properly mind the /aborious employ- 
ment of ſaving ſouls. And what muſt be the 
conſequence ? Some will die for lack of know- 
ledge ; others will fall into pernicious and 
fatal errors; and many, many, will fink in- 
to a ſoothing ſpiritual ſleep, out of which 
perhaps they may never awake, until the 
voice of the laſt trumpet quicken them again, 
and ſound 1n their ears an alarm ro judgment. 
In either of theſe caſes, what will be your 
ſituation, my brethren ! (I leave your Paſ- 
tor a little, and addreſs myſelf to you). It will 
be no ſufficient excuſe that he was negligent ; 
that he taught you unſound doctrine; or that 
he ſmoothed it over, and faid, Peace, Peace, 
when there was no peace.” You had your 
Bibles in your hands; you had the umpire 
_ conſcience in your breaſts ; and the Spirit of 


God 
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God all the while checking and remon- 
ſtrating. Can you bear an adequate reward ? 
Can you abide the inevitable conſequences ? 
© Who can endure eternal fire? Who can 
dwell with everlaſting burnings ?”” But it is 
eaſy, O Sir! the ſufferings of our people in 
that diſmal ſtate of retribution and woe! their 
ſituation is Heaven, when compared with our 


vaſtly aggravated doom, if we be careleſs, if 


we be not honeſt, if many periſh through our 
fault. Their blood will I require at your 
hand,” ſays the Juſt and Omnipotent Jeho- 
vah himſelf. The blood of ſouls immortal 
ſouls - capable of infinite happineſs or mi- 
ſery! How great! how immenſe the va- 
lue! If we ſhed the bl-od of any of our 


| fellow-creatures, men will not forgive us; 
our own conſciences, until death, will 90. 


ceaſe to ſcare and terrify. But what is this 
to your guilt or mine, dear Brother, if we 


ſtarve, lead aſtray, or plunge into endleſs 
ruin, a never-dying ſoul? Doth not the very 
conſideration thereof fill us with horror? 
Even upon the bare ſuppoſition that it may 


poſſibly be our caſe, O how our ſouls 
ſhrink back, and contract with fear! Then 
let us make the proper, the neceſſary im- 


provement, 


1 


provement, and reſolve, in the ſtrength of 


our Redeemer, from this day to take heed 


to the miniſtry which we have received 
of the Lord Jeſus” diligently and faithful- 
ly, © feeding the church of God, which he 


hath purchaſed with his own blood;”—in- 


ſtructing the ignorant—alarming the thought- 
leſs— warning the openly profane inviting 


the humble penitent—reviving the broken 
and contrite hearts reclaiming the lukewarm 
or backſliding profeſſor—in a word, ſparing 
neither health nor ſtrength, nor time nor ta- 


lents, to build them all up, “through faith 
unto eternal ſalvation.“ 
vou to this, I proceed, 


And to e 


Zaly and laſtly, To mention the bleſſing which 


will accompany the faithſul diſcharge of your 


duty, both in this life and that which is to 
come.—The full exerciſe of the miniſterial 
office (it muſt be confeſſed) is a ſelf-denying 


and laborious work. Every amuſement, or 


enjoyment, that gives offence, we muſt re- 


frain from; and hard ſtudy, which is a wea- 


rineſs of the fleſh, ought to be our daily com- 


panion. If, then, you or I, my dear Sir, 


have cheſen this way of life in preference to 


every other, with a view to enjoy more car- 
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nal eaſe, with leſs worldly inconvenieney, 
we ſhall find ourſelves moſt egregiouſly miſ- 
taken. The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
when ſpeaking upon this ſubject, talks of 
wearineſs and painfulneſs, of watchings 


. 


often, and dangers many : and, alluding. to 
himſelf and brethren in the miniſtry, parti- 
cularly declares, © If in this life only we 


had hope in Chrift, we ſhould of all men be 


moſt miſerable.” 

Notwithſtanding (as we do not live in 
perſecuting times), if miniſters will be 
content to give up ſlothfulneſs, and accuſ- 


tom themſelves to a little aa, ; if they 


will labour vigorouſly for ſome years after their 
entrance upon the work; their duty by de- 


grees will become e and ſeveral ho- 


nourable and delicious comforts of life they 


may, as long as they are in this world, con- 


tinue to enjoy. Brevity, my Brother, which 
I have all along ſtudied, requires here that I 
paſs over in ſilence thoſe advantages which 
you poſſeſs in common with every other ci- 
tizen of this free ſtate, and confine myſelf to 
ſuch . pleaſures as none but miniſters and 
preachers can feel. Let me ſuppoſe you en- 


gaged in this moſt laborious taſk of preaching 
the 
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the everlaſting goſpel of peace: your people 
are attentive; your own ſoul is animated 
by the glorious truths you deliver; and love 
to God, and love to man, pervades every 
power and faculty of your frame. O how 
| Tweet the loil, the entertainment J would ſay ! 
How enrapturing while it laſts! and, when 
gone, it leaves a calm, a peaceful, an agreeable 
remembrance. What are all the joys of the 
moſt ſucceſsful ſenſualiſt, when compared 
with yours? At the very beſt thoſe are mo- 
mentary; and if not a ſting, they leave a 
dulneſs and languor behind them. But 
yours, Sir, are holy, unpolluted joys; the 
oftener and longer they are taſted, the ſweeter 
and ſtronger they grow; until at laſt (having 
done with all earthly things) they take full 
poſſeſſion of your ſoul, and tranſmit you to 
a felicity boundleſs as your wiſhes, and end- 
leſs as your exiſtence. For in the bliſsful 
ſkies alone, O Sir! you ſhall fully know 
what God hath prepared for faithful miniſ- 
ters, and that your labour in the Lord hath 
not been in vain.” The prophet Daniel, 
when ſpeaking on this ſubject, hath theſe re- 
markable words, They that be wiſe ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 
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and they that turn many to righteouſneſs 
as the ſtars for ever and ever.“ Lou ſee 
then, my Brother, there are different degrees 
of glory in heaven; and that, either as a 
ſoldier, or as a commander and leader, we 
ſhall be rewarded at laſt by the Captain of 
our ſalvation. If there be then a ſpark of 
ambition in your breaſt (and that there is, I 
have little reaſon to doubt), let me for once 
addreſs myſelf to it, and beſeech you to 
rouſe in ſo glorious a cauſe. The propor- 
tioned prize, the adequate crown of glory, 
is ſet before us. And who would not wiſh to 
be neareſt his God, to ſee moſt of his perfec- 
tion, and enjoy moſt of his love? Then let 
us contend with one another here, who ſhall 
ſearch deepeſt into the myſteries of redemp- 
tion; who ſhall be moſt humble, holy, and 
ſelf-denied, in our hearts and in our lives; in 
a word, who ſhall be moſt indefatigable in 
accompliſhing the end of our miniſtry, namely, 
recovering loſt ſinners to Chriſt, and building 
up the ſaints in their moſt holy faith. If 
this, Sir, be your reſolution; ſhould ſuch a 
noble emulation be a daily companion to your 
thoughts, as I would willingly hope and truſt 
in God that from this ſacred ſeaſon it ſhall ; 

| then 
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then how uſefully may you be employed here, 


and how abundantly ſhall you be rewarded 
| hereafter, —Let not therefore the greatneſs of 


your work diſmay ; let not the awful conſe- 
quence of unfaithfulneſs too much intimidate z 
but let the poſſeſſion of many inward ſatiſ- 
factions in this world, and the profpeCt of 


a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” in the next, awaken and invigorate 


every endeavour (through the bleſſing of 
God, and in the ſtrength of your Redeemer) 
to ſhew yourſelf © a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed ;” both ſkilfully and un- 
weariedly conſtructing this part of the Chriſ- 
tian church upon the beſt of all “ founda- 
tions, that of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone ; 
in whom all the building, fitly framed to- 


gether, groweth” (and ſhall grow until the 


end of time) © into one holy temple in the 
* ” 


LET me now ſpeak a few words to the 


people, who have this day accepted of you as 


their Paſtor, and promiſed you all due obe- 


dience in the Lord. 
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My dear Friends, The Perſon whom you 
have now had ordained among you, is 
the object of your voluntary election. You 
will then receive his miniſtrations with a 
prejudice of the right ſort ; you will. 
ever be ready to put the beſt conſtrue- 
tion upon all his words and all his actions. 
So long as he continues to preach the pure 
goſpel of the bleſſed God, ftrengthen his 
hands hy every act of Lindo, and follow 
him moſt affectionately and ſteadily, in ſo far 
as he is a follower of his Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, ll + - 
who is the only . ern of moral ex- 
cellence. 
| Hi hope I need not ſay much to perſuade 
you, that it 1s your duty to contribute cheer- 
Fully and liberally toward his worldly main- 
tenance. © Not many noble, not many rich 
men,” now-a-days, © are called.” Hence 
ſo very few ſtep forth, who have it in their 1 
power perfectly to convince the world, that 
they have taken this burden upon them for 
the love of ſouls only. Nevertheleſs, if you 
will rightly attend to the following confidera- 
tion, I truſt you will believe us when we ſay, 
We do not miniſter among you * for filthy 
lucre's ſake ;' namely, that were the ex- 
pence of ne education, or the learning and 
| abilities 


} 


this diſagreeable imputation, I beg leave to 


chap. vi. 6. expreſsly ſays, © Let him that is 


that teacheth, in all good things.” That 
every one ſhould do ſomething, is inſiſted - 


fore, as long as we are here, expect to find 


48-7 
abilities acquired in conſequence thereof, to 
be employed in any other line, we ſhould, in 
all human probability, riſe to higher worldly 
honour, and be twice as rich.—But waving 


repeat, it is the duty of every hearer to con- 
tribute, according to his ability, toward the 


| ſupport of ſuch as miniſter to him in holy - 


things. And I ſhall mention but two proofs 
to this purpoſe. Our Lord ſays in general, 
% The labourer is worthy of his hire ;” and 
the Apoſtle Paul, in his epiſtle to the Galatians, 


taught in the word communicate unto him 


upon in this paſſage, not merely as an act of 
common juſtice, but as a plain and Poſitive 
precept of Chriſtianity. 


Next to your miniſter's comfortable ſubſiſt- 
ence, let me beſeech you to watch over and de- 
fend his character and good name. Alas, Sirs! we 
are but men like yourſelves; you cannot there- 


us perfect, either in word or deed. I truſt, | 
however, with reſpect to your miniſter, that 
as long as it ſhall pleaſe God to ſpare him | 
among you, he will ſtudy, 1 in life and con- | 

verſation, 
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verſation, to be a pattern to his flock. If, 
therefore, any diſadvantageous reports ſhould 
ariſe (for we live in an evil- judging and back- 
biting age), it is your duty to trace them to 
their ſource; and if ill founded, to repel, 


with becoming warmth, the injury which is 


done you, through the wounding and maim- 
ing of your Paſtor's reputation But if 
(which I hope ſhall never, or ſeldom, be the 
caſe) there ſhould be any thing blame-worthy 
in your miniſter's conduQ, the ſcripture way, 
and the beſt and moſt Chriſtian way, is, to 
go in the ſpirit of meekneſs and real love, and 
repreſent it to himſelf; and I will venture to 


add, ſo far from being ill received, every 


_ conſcientious man will take it as an act of 
the ſincereſt friendſhip. Thus only, I am 
ſure, can you preſerve his uſefulneſs, at the 
ſame time that you afford him an opportunity 
to reform. 

Once more, and I have done. Permit me, 
my Brethren, to repeat and enforce an ex- 
hortation already given, Pray for your mi- 


niſter. This is a duty, I'm afraid, too little 


practiſed by the generality of congregations. 
And give me leave to add, it has been my 


conſtant opinion, that it is owing to this 
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chiefly that our miniſtrations among you 


have ſo little effect. If you would then wiſh 


that the perſon whom you have this day re- 


ceived ſhould be a faithful and ſucceſsful 
Paſtor—I counſel, I intreat, I command you 
in the Lord, to be an humble and praying 
people. Thus, coming forth from your 


_ chambers, Sabbath after Sabbath, to the 


houſe of God, he whom you have had upon 
your hearts at a throne of grace, feeling the 
influence, and reaping the fruits, of your 
morning incenſe, ſhall return to you double 
at the Lord's hand; clearing your minds, 
diſpelling your fears, animating your hopes, 
and raiſing your ſouls from earth to heaven. 


Happy, happy ſuch a Paſtor, and thrice 


happy they who are under his charge! 
I more than expect, I am ſure you will dwell 
together in peace and love, and the God of 
love and peace 20d be ever with you. And 
after, (I pray God, if it be his holy will), a 
long communication of reciprocal bleſſings, 
temporal and ſpiritual, when you muſt part— 


O delightful dawn of hope! you ſhall join 


together again in yonder upper world, where 
miniſters and their people do meet together, 


to part no more. Methinks, my Brethren, 
U then 
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Ihen ſee you, with all the paſtors and teach- 
ers under whom you have been gathered to 
the flock of Chriſt, aſcending up in a glorious 
aſſembly to the New Jeruſalem, where you 
ſhall immediately unite with many who were 
near and dear to you upon earth, and be wel- 
comed into the glorious company of ſaints, of 
angels, and of God himſelf, to be employed 
in admiring bis perfefions, and reciting his 
matchleſs praiſes, throughout: the never-end- 
ing ages of eternity. Amen and Amen! 
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